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similar in all ages and countries; the prevailing feature is a great diversity of forms and usages, and a piecemeal and patchwork distribution of mankind into political and social compartments. These pieces and patches gradually amalgamate, and are fused into larger masses of people and better-defined territories ; very slowly when they are left to themselves, often very rapidly under the violent compression and levelling forces of great conquests. Eome, itself formed out of a conflux of tribes, was of course the great consolidator of tribal atoms in Europe and western Asia; and when Eome had declined and fallen, her western provinces relapsed for a time into their primitive confusion. Their condition is described by G-uizot in his Lectures on the Civilisation of France, where he sketches the period before Karl the Great attempted, and for his time accomplished, the task of restoring Imperial unity in the West. Nothing appears settled, nothing definite or uniforfti according to modern notions; territorial frontiers are constantly shifting and changing; distinct nations, in the proper sense of the word, exist nowhere; but, instead, there is a jumble of tribes, races, conquering bands, heaven-born chiefs, a miscellany of languages, customs, and rites. Out of this confusion Guizot undertakes to extract and exhibit the elements which have been gradually fused into the two or three supreme political ideas and institutions which divide modern civilisation, and one important element is found in tribal manners and usages.
Now, when one passes from those parts of India which have long been under great centralising governments, down into the midland countries which have never been